
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Have a question about vulnerable, endangered, or critically-endangered animals?  Just ask 

the students of Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center!  Thanks to the Early 

Childhood Center PTO, our Endangered 

Animal Schoolwide Project has taken 

off.  Children are especially enjoying the recent 

delivery of stuffed animals that represent the 

animal "adopted" by their class.   

 

It is important to teach children about 

endangered species because they are the future 

caretakers of the planet. Through education, 

children will become aware of endangered 

animals and learn steps humans can take to 

save endangered species from extinction.  By raising a generation of environmentally-

aware children, we can have hope for the survival of the animals in our world.  

 
****************************************************************************** 

 
It takes more than some rain on our parade to dampen 

the spirits of the students and staff of Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center on Halloween!   

 

Class parties and two in-house parades were 

widely successful.  Inflatable dinosaurs, princesses, 

Super Mario, superheroes, and even a "struggling" 

Jets fan were out in full force. 

 

It was another exciting Halloween at MKM! 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

Why do people park on the driveway and drive on 

the parkway?  These is just one question that 

awarding-winning New Jersey poet BJ Ward 

recently asked the Grade 5 students at Thomas P. 

Hughes School. 

 

Visiting each Fifth Grade class three times, 

Professor Ward conducted a total of 12 high-

energy workshops at Hughes School during 

September and October.   

 

The focus of these workshops was on poetry 

writing and STRONG word choice…no lazy 

verbs allowed and be SPECIFIC!  

 

Many of the kids groaned upon hearing that 

they would spend time writing poetry, but their 

attitude soon changed.  Professor Ward 

engaged the children with his lively personality, 

word games, and several rounds of Simon Says.  

Each student wrote two poems, and anthologies 

will be created so that the students can share 

and enjoy each other’s work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

We have a winner!  We are proud to 

announce that Teigen Ang-Horowitz, a Grade 

5 student at Mountain Park School, has 

earned First Place honors in the 2019 

Prevention Links Poster Contest. 

 

Teigen (right), pictured here with Mountain 

Park School Art Teacher Michelle Harpster, 

was recognized for his outstanding work 

during a recent ceremony held at the 

Prevention Links Annual Red Ribbon Day 

Drug Prevention Walk at Nomahegan Park in 

Cranford.  Teigen’s poster was judged as the 

best submitted by a Fifth Grader in Union 

County. 

 

Teigen’s parents and brother, Ms. Harpster, 

and Dr. Melissa Varley, Berkeley Heights 

Superintendent of Schools, were all in 

attendance at the ceremony to see him 

honored for his excellent work.  

Congratulations Teigen! 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

After a school day filled with Reading, 

Writing, Math, Spelling, Social Studies, and 

Science, students in Mrs. Gina Holzmann’s 

Grade 3 class at Mountain Park School 

recently fit in some time for teamwork and 

fun.   

 

These students were given 15 minutes to work 

together to build the tallest free-standing 

structure they could, using candy corn and 

toothpicks! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 
 

Students in the Grade 4 Science class taught by Mrs. Michele Guerriero and Mrs. Marie 

Pellegrini at Mountain Park School 

recently observed rocks that had 

soaked in vinegar overnight to 

analyze how a model of acid rain 

affects mountains and rocks, 

demonstrating a form of chemical 

weathering.  

 

Students also worked cooperatively to 

tumble rocks to see how they changed 

their physical appearances, providing 

an example of physical weathering.  If 

you asked the students, they would probably say that one of the most exciting parts of the 

lessons was having a chance to wear their cool new safety goggles! 
 

************************************************************************************* 

 

The Circle of Friends/Game Club of 

Mountain Park School recently held its first 

meeting of the school year. 

 

Students had a great time introducing 

themselves, getting to know each other, and 

playing some “ice-breaker” activities.  We are 

excited to see how our club will grow 

throughout the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

The month at William Woodruff School started off with the “Week of Respect.”  During 

this week, Mrs. Aida Swon, the school Counselor, conducted lessons in each classroom 

focused on Self-Awareness.  She talked about knowing one’s feelings, recognizing what one 

is good at and knowing one’s likes and dislikes.  She read the book, In My Heart, to help the 

students recognize their emotions.   

 

Additionally, each morning there was a special 

announcement.  The topics included being 

happy, feeling brave, feeling calm, and feeling 

hopeful.  Mrs. Swon will be presenting lessons 

throughout the school year to assist the students 

in developing self-awareness and being able to 

communicate it to others. 

 

In Mrs. Wendi Goldstein’s Spanish language 

classes, she brought the theme of “Week of 

Respect” to life by teaching the students 

vocabulary and expressions associated with 

respect, care, and support.  Pictured at right 

with Mrs. Goldstein are Grade 4 students (from left) Ben Bartiromo, Meenakshi 

Gonuguntla, Leo DiDonato and Chloe Constantinescu. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

October is Fire Safety Month.  Each year, 

Woodruff School students gather to learn 

about the importance of fire safety from a 

firefighter.  This year, Mr. Stephen Ameli 

shared his expertise as a Captain with the 

West Orange Fire Department and as a 

parent of three students at Woodruff.  

Captain Ameli explained the importance of 

prevention and having working fire 

detectors in the home.  He also discussed 

what to do if there is a fire in the house and 

the importance of establishing a family 

gathering area outside the house.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

The celebration of Halloween at William Woodruff School always gets an early start as the 

students put their 

artistic, creative, and 

imaginative minds to 

work to decorate a 

pumpkin for the annual 

Pumpkin Contest.   

 

This year there were 

over 80 pumpkins 

decorated by Woodruff 

School students.  The 

themes ran from creepy 

and grotesque, to 

athletic and fanatic, to 

pretty and dainty with 

loads of themes in-

between.  

 

It was a ghoulish display for all to behold! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Columbia Middle School Social 

Studies teacher Jeremy Marx, who 

is a member of our Virtual Reality 

cohort of teacher/learners, jumped 

out front to pilot new “VR” devices 

in his classes during a recent lesson 

on the use propaganda throughout 

history. Technological support 

during this lesson was supplied by 

Mr. Kevin Rafferty, District 

Computer Technician.  

During the classroom discussion, CMS students 

were able to use the Virtual Reality headsets to 

“tour” the middle school looking for clues about 

propaganda.  The week before, the District’s 

Technology staff used a 360-degree camera to film 

the school, which then enabled students to wander 

the halls and school grounds without actually 

leaving their classroom.  

The “VR” headsets, a wonderful addition to the 

middle school instructional program, were purchased through a grant awarded by the 

Berkeley Heights Education Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Students at Governor Livingston High 

School recently displayed their creativity 

in a fun way when they participated in the 

TREND club’s Ninth Annual Pumpkin 

Decorating Competition!  The rules were 

simple, no cutting or carving.  Mr. Bob 

Segear, Student Assistance Counselor at 

GL and faculty advisor to TREND, 

provided the pumpkins, snacks and 

markers. 

 

The Governor Livingston students were 

invited back to school at 6:30 p.m. and 

were given 1½ hours to complete the work 

on their pumpkins.  At 8:00 p.m., the 

decorating ended and the participants 

voted and selected the top ten pumpkins 

(pictured below). 

 

Pictured above with Mr. Segear are the contest 

winners: Victoria Mauri (center), who earned 

First Place for the third straight year; and 

Second Place honoree Athena Nguyen (right).  

The winners each received Dunkin’ Donuts gift 

cards. 

 

The Pumpkin Decorating Competition is just 

one of the many student-driven events that Mr. 

Segear and the TREND Executive Board offer to 

the students of Governor Livingston.  

 

The TREND Executive Board members recently completed their annual Red Ribbon drug- 

and alcohol-free role model lessons for the Grade 8 students at Columbia Middle School 

and at Deerfield School in Mountainside.  Later this month, TREND will be hosting a 

Movie-Ice Cream Night.  In addition, TREND students are currently preparing for their 

powerful, two-day drug and alcohol awareness program, called the “Days of Realization.”  

This event will take place on February 20 and 21, 2020. 

 

All GLHS students are welcome to participate in any TREND-sponsored event all year 

long!  

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 
Students in the Grade 4 class co-taught 

by Mrs. Marie Pellegrini and Mrs. 

Michele Guerriero's at Mountain Park 

School were recently exposed to the 

multi-sensory way of writing, using 

a product purchased by the school 

district called "Framing Your 

Thoughts."   

 

Learners were taught what a 

“bare bones" sentence is and how to use 

"sentence expanders" to make their 

writing more detailed and exciting.  They 

framed their sentences and used symbols to mark each element.  The next day, the 

lesson provided review and a focus on subject-verb agreement.  These lessons are 

intertwined with the new writing program, Being A Writer.   

 

The Special Services Department will conduct its first Special Education Parent Advisory 

Committee (SEPAC) Parent Workshop on November 13th at 7:00 p.m. via an online 

webinar.  Mrs. Michele Gardner, District Director of Special Services, will present 

information about the Parents Rights in Special Education (PRISE), a packet of 

information that is shared with parents at various meetings surrounding individualized 

educational planning for students with disabilities.  

 

Parents are encouraged to visit the Special Services website (www.bhpsnj.org click on 

“Services” tab, then click on “Special Services”) for up-to-date SEPAC meeting and parent 

presentation information.  

http://www.bhpsnj.org/

